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wonder if the implications of Xerxes' previous experience
there had escaped Antiochus' notice. He also suffered a second
reverse at Magnesia in Anatolia, and so lost Asia Minor to
Rome. Three years afterwards he succumbed to his own
weakness for loot, being killed in an attack on a rich temple-
city in Luristan.

From the death of Antiochus the Great onwards, more and
more fantastic figures appear upon the Seleucid throne. The
next conspicuous personality is Antiochus IV, Epiphanes,
Sevan's description of whom as a * somewhat Bohemian
character' is perhaps an understatement.27 He loved the
splendour of royalty, but found the restraint and solemnity
of court etiquette intolerable boredom. As a result he would
often give his courtiers the slip. l Some party of young men
drinking late together might hear the noise of a fresh company
of revellers drawing near with horns and psalteries, and be
startled by the sudden apparition of the King. . . . Sometimes
at midday he would be seen, flushed with wine, tossing money
by handfuls into the street.' Again, 'You kings are lucky,
using such perfumes and smelling so good' a man shouts from
the crowd, and Antiochus orders a vessel of choice myrrh to
be broken over his head. * There is a general rush to wallow
in the spilt unguent, a scrimmage and tumble on the slippery
floor, in which among shrieks of laughter the King joins.'

The humorous and sybaritic citizens of Antioch viewed his
antics with easy toleration, but even they at times seemed to
have been a little shocked. We see him, for instance, at a
banquet celebrating his return from a successful campaign.
He is 'up and down among his guests, sitting, standing,
declaiming, or bandying jests with the professional mummers.
The crowning moment was one evening towards the end of
the feast, when the company had begun to grow thin. The
mummers brought in a swaddled figure and laid it on the
ground. Suddenly at the notes of the symp&oma., it started
from its wrappings and the King stood there, naked. The next
moment he whirled away in the fantastic dance of the buffoons.
The banquet broke up in confusion.'

But in spite of his eccentricities his reign was not without
accomplishment. He made more or less successful expeditions
to Egypt, Persia and across the Taurus, in addition to keeping
his disapproving Roman ambassadors at bay. There are even